98     INDIA AND IMPERIAL PREFERENCE
The circumstances are more or less the same with a large number of other existing British industries and potential Indian industries, whose progress is now cramped and starved by Cobdenism.
There was a time when Yorkshire supplied a large proportion of the woollen goods used in India. But now of woollen yarn and knitting-wool Germany supplies to India about seven times as much as we do ! Every one knows that woollen shawls are an important item in the clothing of the middle and upper classes in India, being used both by men and by women; and of these Germany now sends to India more than six times our export ! Why should this be? We buy far more raw wool from India than Germany buys, and it would be difficult to name any natural advantage for the manufacture that Germany possesses over us. But Cobdenism overrides all natural laws, and gives the advantage to the foreigner in spite of them all. Under a rational system of Preference Yorkshire will again obtain her natural share of the Indian trade.